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Greetings,
We write you as representatives of Heroin Anonymous World Services (HAWS).
This informational bulletin’s purpose is to increase communication between the groups of
Heroin Anonymous throughout the world.
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H.A. INFOLINE
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THE 8TH TRADITION OF H.A.
Heroin Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional, but our service centers may employ
special workers.

The 8th Tradition of Heroin Anonymous is highly debated and has been applied in many 12step fellowships. In essence, it warns against accepting pay for 12-step work. As prescribed by
the tradition, we ought to remain non-professional. To remain non-professional though, we
might hope for a clear definition of professionalism. To that end, Bill W’s 1948 Grapevine entry
states that, “We define professionalism as the occupation of counseling alcoholics for fees or
hire.” At first, this may seem discouraging to those who work in the many recovery fields in
which our experience makes us uniquely qualified. In the book “Twelve Steps and Twelve
Traditions”, however, specific examples are given, one of which addresses this dilemma. It is
explained that there is a difference between performing 12-step work, and making 12-step
work possible by working. In the experience given, they exclaim that no problems have come
from those who work in recovery because their work only makes recovery possible. They do
warn, however, that problems have arisen when members have broken their anonymity as a
result of their success in the recovery field in which they work, a violation of the 12th Tradition.
Although some circumstances may pale the line between what is, and is not, professionalism,
we have faith that our higher power will guide us.
- An HA Member in Phoenix, AZ

If you would like your meeting featured in our meeting spotlight, or have any other
content you would like to submit, please feel free to contact us at the email listed. Thank
you!
Heroin Anonymous World Services Board
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